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HERE is an old obſervation which 

hath acquired the ſanction of ages 
with reſpect to its propriety, If you wiſh 
to preſerve any country or diſtrict from an 
infectious diſorder which hath depopulated 
neighbouring ſtates, exerciſe the dictates of 
prudence; ſuffer, if poſlible, no intercourſe 
without a ſtrict examination, and a bill of 


health which is unexceptionable. If, in de- 


fiance of your caution, infection diſcovers 
itſelf in any diſtrict, a line of circumvalla- 
tion and proper guards will probably pre- 
vent further inroads, upon thoſe who might 


A otherwiſe 
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otherwiſe be in imminent danger. By this 
mode of treatment, with the bleſſing of 


Providence, ſecurity and preſervation might 


be reaſonably expected from this natural 
evil. 


Evils of a moral or political nature de- 


mand ſimilar treatment when they are diſ- 


covered; if we have not been ſo happy as 
to prevent their introduction. As the per- 
nicious conſequences of natural evils may 


in great meaſure be avoided, or ſoftened by 


prudence and caution ; ſo, likewiſe the 


effects of moral and political evils may be 


rendered leſs dangerous, and counteracting 
them a leſs difficult taſk, if vigorous endea- 
vors were ſubſtituted in the place of ſupine 
wiſhes, or an unenergetic mode of conduct: 
and that ſpirit, reſolution and perſeverance 
diſcovered, which a regard to good and vir- 
tuous principles demand from every. indi- 
vidual who wiſhes not to live in vain; but 
without ſheltering themſelyes under affected 
caution and diſcretion (thereby if poſſible to 


conceal puſillanimity of mind), to fly with 
generous ardor and ſuſtain oppreſſed good- 


neſs 


E 


neſs, to bear a public teſtimony againſt vice, 
wherever found; by whomſoever encou- 
raged or palliated. You are, Gentlemen, 
called upon to apply the preceeding obſer- 
vations to the enſuing ſtatement of ome 


acts, which offer themſelves with irrefiſt- 


ible energy not only to perſons of your ex- 
alted rank, as conſtituting a reſpectable part 
of the legiſlature of your country ; as ſuch, 

you will be not only individually, but jointly 
eager to exterminate every real grievance 
which comes under your cognizance, and 
afford all the redreſs in your power; with 
proper precautions to prevent a renewal. 
You, Gentlemen, are peculiarly intereſted 
in the enſuing detail; ſo is every member 
of the community at large, without excep- 


tion; as all are concerned from the higheſt - 


to the loweſt, not only in hiſſing moral and 
political evils out of the world, but in 
making ſuitable proviſions to prevent their 
returning again to blaſt the /abours of the 
virtuous and the good; of thoſe, ' who are 
diſtinguiſhed as public benefactors to their 
country at large, or in ſmaller circles, 
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where their value and worth is more inti- 
mately known and acknowledged. 


You, will be led, Gentlemen, to make 
theſe, or ſimilar reflections, by peruſing an 
artleſs Narrative; founded upon, and eſta- 
bliſhed by facts, which the moſt ſhameleſs 
effrontry cannot deny, however it may at- 
tempt to gloſs them over by art and chica- 
nery, which is too much the practice of 
many perſons. Yet where truth once gains 
admittance, it will ſtrip off every veil, and 
will be heard as well as ſeen, to the confu- 


- Hon and defeat of its moſt virulent enemies 


or more plauſible opponents. 


Permit then an unintereſted obſerver, 
(that is fo far unintereſted, as devoid of any 
other concern, than to ſee the natural rights 
and priviledges of men ſo outragiouſly in- 
ſulted and deſtroyed by that monſter, cor- 
ruption; and to ſee that ſame monſter 
triumph and exult in thoſe ravages). Per- 
mit ſuch an obſerver not only to ſolicit, but 
to claim your attention, whilſt there is of- 
fered to your cool and diſpaſſionate inſpec- 
tion, certain anecdotes which are authenti- 
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cated by inconteſtible evidence. Anecdotes, 
of ſuch a nature, as will raiſe an emotion 


of pity mixed with the ſtrongeſt and beſt 


founded reſentment; and lead all to exclaim 
O poor human nature! how art thou 


| depraved [ 


Yet here, every prejudice is abſolutely 
and totally diſclaimed notwithſtanding the 
blackeſt ingratitude, the moſt conſummate 


| treachery, unexampled duplicity, and bare- 


faced corruption; whilſt baniſhment of 
truth and every temptation to perjury hath 


 beengpradtiſed without a bluſh, 


Theſe, will not be found a ſtring of 
vague unmeaning epithets thrown out at 
random, merely to blacken an adverſary, 
or ſupport a doubtful cauſe, but the affect- 
ing words of truth and ſoberneſs. 


In order to render this caſe perfectly ir in- 
telligible, it will be neceſſary to take a 
retroſpect of ſome paſt tranſactions, which 


in the courſe of events connected themſelves 
with this buſineſs. 


It muſt be premiſed chere have been from 


time immemorial two parties in the county 
| town 
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town (Ipſwich), by what names formerly 
3 known is unneceſſary to inveſtigate at pre- 
* ſent; but for near a century they have been 
il || diftinguiſhed by the appellations of Blues, 
| and Yellows. Theſe parties have diſplayed 
| | different public as well as private character- 
| | | iſtics in conducting the internal affairs of the 
1 Corporation and the charities attached 
5 thereto, as well as the concerns of their 
. conſtituents in Parliament. The Yellows, 
when'in the plenitude of their power, have 
invariably diſſipated the public income of 
the corporate body by the moſt ſhameleſs 
profuſion, involving that body in heavy 
debts, mortgaging their eſtates, and ſtarv- 
|: Ing their charities. The other party were 
the ſtricteſt economiſts, and by retrenching 
ſuperfluities, reduced thoſe debts; reſto- 
red, and eſtabliſhed charitable foundations 
(which were originally intended for the 
education of youth, the comfort and ſup- 
port of the aged, and the encouragement 
of induſtrious young tradeſmen in their out- 
ſet into life), as far as human prudence and 
| foreſight directed them, upon the moſt % 
| ſtable and liberal grounds. Their accounts N 
| 
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were always clear and unembarraſſed, which 
regarded public or more private diſburſ- 
ments: thoſe of their opponents confuſed 
and unintelligible; except, to themſelves. 
That this is an accurate and juſt ſtate- 
ment of this affair, will be evident from 
the notes inſerted. * 


Tt is not meant to hold up the two parties 
in ſuch a partial light as if the one were 
faultleſs, and the others every thing repre- 
henfible and diſhonorable ; yet all perſons 
who have any knowledge of their affairs, 
and the different modes of conducting them, 

will 

*The eſtates, &c. of the Corporation bring in about 
830%. per annum. Theſe were in a flouriſhing ſituation 
in 1768, when the Yellows again recovered their power. 
Their opponents had previouſly to that period liquidated 
a conſiderable debt, and notwithſtanding a heavy expence 
ariſing from a law ſuit to the amount of between 13 and 
1400. that likewiſe was extinguiſhed except about 400 
Here then was a revenue of at leaſt oof. per annum, to 
payoff 400. Yet inſtead of wiping out that trifling incum= 
berance; without any extra expence, by the year 1784 
they had increaſed the debt to 3, 450. leaving only a ſur- 
plus of ſomething more than 130. per annum, for repairs 
and all other contingent expences,—Annual payments or 
out-goings being 700. per annum. Here then ariſes a 


quere, who were apparently the moſt faithful Rewards for 
the 
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12 
will allow the one to have acted like men of 
uprightneſs and integrity, and the others 
like men of an oppoſite character. As men, 
the former cannot be exculpated from the 
natural failings of humanity; neither are 


theſe remarks intended as an apology for 


favourites, or to hold up others as objects 
of general odium; but ſolely, to permit 
well knoyn facts to ſpeak, without attach- 
ing to them the characteriſtics of Blue or 
Yellow, Whig or Tory.“ Let thoſe who act 
well be applauded and ſupported, and thoſe 
who behaye ill be cenſured according to 
their, deſerts; then none will blame ſuch 
deciſions but unreaſonable and partial men; 


the corporate body? Thoſe who diſſipated their public re- 


venues, or thoſe who acted upon a plan of retrenchment # 
Between the years 1784, and 1790, with an income, re- 
duced to about 130%. per annum as before ſtated to which 


every contingency muſt be added, the Blues have contrived 
to reduce the debt of the Corporation about 50. 


That their opponents will tread in their ſteps, though it 
may be wiſhed, yet there is ſcareely a probability that they 
will act ſo diametrically oppoſite to the whole of their paſt 
conduct without a miracle wrought upon them. 


f One mode of contracting debts was by repaying again and again bills 
and thoſe large ones for work done, with this flimſey excu ſe, they were 
freemem and therefore muſt. not be affronted leſt their votes ſhould be 


loſt to the patty,- Inſtances ef this ind can be properly authenticated. 


: ; whilſt 


E 
whilſt thoſe who. wiſh to ſee juſtice and 
integrity flouriſh, will join their hands and 
| hearts for that noble, that god-like pur- 
poſe. 


In the year 1767, after a violent ſtruggle, 
Meſſrs. Staunton and Wollaſton were re- 
turned repreſentatives in Parliament forthis 
borough (I pſwich) i in favor of the Yellow 
intereſt. Theſe gentlemen retained their 
ſeats without interruption till 1780, when 
another effort was made by the Blues in 
favour of Meſſrs. Grigby and Middleton, 
though without ſucceſs. Not long . 
Mr. Grigby diſclaimed all future attempts 
for repreſenting the borough. | Mr. Mid- 
dleton having received ſuch powerful and 
hearty ſupport from his friends, did not 
think it proper to decline all future proſ- 
pects, but waited a more fortunate oppor- 
tunity, and there was the higheſt proba- 
bility of ſuch an event, from the deranged 
ſtate of Mr. W--n's finances, which were 
greatly mutilated by the pecuniary aſſiſt- 
ance his nominal friends claimed from 
him to keep their party ſteady, (which a- 
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mounted to near 40, oo.) Yet after all 
theſe exertions on their behalf, what was 
their conduct towards him after his fortunes 
were ſo eſſentially diminiſhed? his peace 
of mind ſo cruelly broken? and his bodily 
health viſibly and long impaired, as a con- 
ſequence of ſuch inhuman treatment? And 
as this is @ correct though ſhort ſpecimen of 
their gratitude to a friend, whoſe intereſt 
they ſupported with the utmoſt vigor ſo 
long as there was no interruption in the 
ſtream of his bounty ; yet as ſoon as there 
was a probability this might fail in a con- 
ſiderable degree, thoſe eagle - eyed politicians 
who are never blind to what they imagine 
may be conducive to their 9wn interest, im- 
mediately and without ceremony rejected 
the man who had for many years been the 
object of their idolatry; and with a coo/- 
neſs none can poſſibly exerciſe but men of 
ſimilar principles, diſcarded him without 
reluctance. Thereby affording an inſtruc- 
tive leſſon to all future candidates for their 
ſupport, that bleeding freely and perpetually 
is the ſole means of ſecuring their invariable 
attention 


— 
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attention and regard; and there is every 
reaſon to believe their preſent ſucceſſul can- 
didate hath found bis a//ertion verified to a 
conſiderable extent. 


Upon the diſſolution of Parliament in 1784, 
an union of intereſts was propoſed and agreed 
to by Meſſrs. Wool- n. & Middleton, & their 
joint friends; or as it may be expreſſed with 
more propriety, the parties agreed ſo far as to 
nominate and bring in each one member, 
as a means of calming thoſe diſorders, and 
exterminating that party ſpirit which had 
been attended with ſuch baneful effects. 
Some of the leading men amongſt Mr. 
Wool-n's friends, from whatſoever motive 
is beſt known to themſelves, a few days 
previous to the election, determined upon 
an oppoſition, propoſed and brought down 
an opponent to Mr. Wool-n, a Mr. Cator; 
who had conſented to advance the ſum of 
1,70%. if they ſhould return him. Mr. 
Wool-n, had agreed to advance 300%. for 
retaining his ſeat, as appeared in evidence 
before the Houſe of Commons), but a 
better offer being more eligible to thoſe 


b 2 men, 


IT 

men, they rejected Mr Woll-n, and cloſed 
with Mr. Cator's propoſals, who was re- 
turned as joint repreſentative with Mr. 
Middleton. But a Mr. Crikitt came to the 
town, and being acquainted with ſome of 
the leading ſteps of the Yellows, on the 
day of Election offered himſelf as a candi- 
date with Meſſrs Wooll-n, Mid--n, and 
Cator, and having 7 votes petitioned againſt 
Mr. Cator on the ground of bribery and 
corruption, in conſequence whereof Mr. 
Cator was declared not duly elected and 
thrown out effectuallyj. A new writ was 
ordered, and Mr. Crikitt returned by a very 
great majority, againſt Mr. Thornton, 
who was brought'forward upon miſrepre- 
ſentation to oppoſe him, and thereby Mr. 
Crikitt made good his election. 


The Yellows being thus defeated, and 
many of their maneuvres brought to light, 

Mr. Cr--t, in proportion as he increaſed in 
favor with the people, became an object of 
the higheſt diſguſt with thoſe in power; on 
whom they were determined to wreak their 
vengeance at one time or another; yet his 
Wks $4 3 10 . $5 2%, 30” ©”. OWNED 
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conduct at all times, and on every occaſion 
was ſo prudent and unbleamable, and e- 
qually ſo that of his worthy colleague, Mr. 
Mid- n; that there was not the ſmalleſt 
poſſible excuſe for raiſing an oppoſition, 
'till their vote on the 2d of March laſt, 
when in direct and poſitive contradiction 
to their own profeſſed principles, and ex- 
erting themſelves with the greateſt eager- 
neſs for. others Who had taken the ſame 
part with their own repreſentatives ;* they 
made their terms with a gentleman who 
was as oppoſite to them as light and dark- 
neſs (who had been juſt before rejected by 
the other party, whoſe ſpirits. were diſ- 
compoſed in a moment of general intoxica- 
top) to turn out one if not both their two 


14775 late 


Their inconfiſtancy was flagrant perhaps without a par- 
rellel, as they oppoſed with the greateſt energy, and ſtrain- 
ed every nerve to exclude Sir J. R. from his ſeat, becauſe 
he had voted in favor of that meaſure Mefits. 'M and C. 

had given their votes againſt, and ſo far had malice and 
envy perverted their judgments and biaſed their reaſon and 
uuderſtanding, as to ſuppoſe Sir J. D. whoſe political ſenti- 
ments were remarkably ſtrenuous, and who had entered into 
engagements ſo RY oppoſite to his on ideas, 


would 
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late members. And that this might be 
done effectually, a plan was laid down 
which could not fail of ſucceſs, if perſiſted 
in. The outlines whereof will now be 
given from undoubted authority, and is the 
principal cauſe of this publication. 


Two men, in the month of February, 
or beginning of March laſt, utter ſtrangers 
to every perſon in Ipſwich, came to the 
town under real or aſſumed names, one of 
Wood, and the other Ebenezer Sibly, and 
after two or three days ftay.at a public 
houſe took private lodgings ; where they 
remained ſnug a ſhort time 'till they could 
Teconnoitre their ground, When this was 
would from gratitnde to them aſſiſt in deranging that fabric 
to which he was ſo ſtrongly attached by education and habit. 
This was a ſpecies of folly, which like madneſs, none could 
adopt and enjoy but the man deprived of underſtanding. 

Here it may be obſerved, the meaſure was determined 


upon, and circumſtances were waited for with the, greateſt 
avidity, no matter of what nature, to found their oppoſi- 


tion upon; for if the votes of their members had been to- 


tally: different, heir objections to them were to have been 
of a contrary complection.. The public conduct of both 
their repreſentatives having given general ſatis faction to all 
their conſtituents, as well as their conducting the internal 
government of the borough, 


done, 
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done, a report was artfully circulated, that 
ſome gentlemen were arrived in the town 

who had certain propoſals to offer, which 

would be productive of almoſt ineſtimable 
advantages to the lower claſſes of the in- 
habitants; for whoſe benefit they wiſhed 
to erect a club or ſociety, which would,-- 
in one word----make them all gentlemen. 

This ſoon. ſpread among the mechanical, 

and other loweſt orders. Applications were 

made to theſe wonderful benevolent ſtrang- 

ers, to be admitted to a participation of 
theſe benefits, they were commiſſioned as 
they gave it out to beſtow with an unſpar- 
ing hand. But to their diſappointment 
were informed, theſe bleſſings were intend- 
ed only for men of a particular deſcription ; 
viz. freemen of the borough. and ſuch as 


thoſe would meet with all EEE encou- 
ragement. 


After the game was thus ſtarted, they 
ſeparated, and Sibly was left to conduct the 
buſineſs alone; this agent, a crafty diſſem- 
bling fellow, who had figured in ſeveral 
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parts of the kingdom under the * titles 
of an aſtrologer and fortune- teller, and 
therefore maſter of that low cunning 
likely to render him acceptable to thoſe he 
was to make dupes of, baving made 
fore ar re tic eſtaliſhuntne of the 

If Fr 


A circumſtance which NOR 3 aTethed the 


perſon calling himſelf Ebenezer Sibly, Eſq. deſerves re- 


mark; being accuſtomed'to read the London Papers at his 
Jodgings in Ipſwich, thro? the civility of his landlord, the 


paper was ſent up to him as uſual about the rth or 17th 


of March laſt, 1790, which upon its return was mutilated, 
an advertiſement being cut out; the paper was perfectly 
whole when ſent to him, and defective ben returned back. 
Upon an application for the reaſon of ſuch a freedom, 
the anſwer from Mr. Sibly was, that he found therein 


ſome matter or thing which he particularly wanted, and 


therefore had taken the liberty of cutting out the advertiſe- 
ment to prevent a miſtake in his order, but would pay for 
the paper. He could not return the advertiſement, hav- 
ing incloſed it in a letter and ſent it off by the poſt which 
was gone to London. This he was informed was depart- 
ing from veracity, as the poſt did not depart till night, 


and it was then only morning. The ſubſtance of the re- 


mark in the London print found its way into the provin- 
cial paper publiſhed at Ipſwich, March 20th, 1 790, at the 
mere pleaſure of the printer as an article of public intelli- 
gence, under Friday, No. 8, a caution to 'Freemen .”? It 
is difficult to ſay to what perfection the art of {windling is 
arrived ; ſeveral parties are now travelling the country, 

with 
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club or ſociety was from that period en- 
tered upon with great vigor and ſpirit; 
and ſome of the principals in the Yellow 
intereſt affording it countenance, the free- 
men in that intereft flocked to the ſtandard 
thus erected in great numbers, and the 
club was publicly anounced under the ſtile 
and title of The Laudable Samaritan, or 
Royal Ark Maſon Society Elub or Lodge. 
For the holding of which, and conſtitut- 
ing a lodge of brethren, who were to be 
eſteemed free and accepted maſons, the 
former of this club declared he had a diſ- 


penſation, power or authority, from the 
grand lodge in London; as alſo from a 
Peer of the firſt rank in the kingdom 


with a ſpecious pretence of making intereſt for ſome un- 
known candidates, in the different boroughs in the eaſtern 
and weſtern parts of the kingdom; they begin with the 
pretence of inſtituting ſome beneficial ſociety, and profeſs 
the greateſt diſintzreſtedneſs ; 3 but when they have gained the 
confidence of as many perſons as they think will anſwer 
their purpoſe, they conTRLYE ro COLLECT.AND.CARRY 
OFF A BOOTY, AND ARE HEARD OF NO. MORE, ' Theſe 
gentry ſeldom viſit the north, as they find the air, even in 
this mild ſeaſon, too keen for their purpoſe. Tagen 
deſired to be particularly cautious,” _ 


C nert 


L 22 


next to royalty itſelf; whereby that ancient 
and honorable inſtitution was brought into 
unmerited diſgrace for a time: but the ar- 
ticles of this club or ſociety, (an abſtract 
of which ſhall now, Gentlemen, be laid 
before you, ) are an effectual refutation of 
that calumny, and clearly prove the pur- 
poſes of this inſtitution; to which will be 
added other collateral teſtimony, of equal 
veracity, as far as it may at preſent be ne- 


cafſary' to adduce it. 


Some of the principal articles are the 
following. 


That in order to inſtitute this ſociety or 
club, '50 freemen muſt give in their names, 
to become members on opening it, and 
they ſhall endeavor to get as many more as 


poſſible. 


Every freeman to pay 28. Gd. entrance, 
towards raifing a money fund.---- That 
28. '6d. be paid for admiſſion of members 
during the firſt ſix months: during the 
ſecond ſix months 11. 18. o. at the expi- 
ration of twelve months 21. 28. od. 


That 


1 
That every brother ſhould receive if ill, 


or out of work, as much money as he could 
prove he could earn at his trade weekly, 
but that the weekly ſtipend ſhould not ex- 
cecd 11. 18. od. even if ſuch brother could 
earn more. 


That a married brother receive 3l. os. od. 
at the birth of every child to defray the ex- 
pences of the wife's lying-in. 

That if ſuch child ſhould die, 11. 18. od. 
be allowed to bury it, and the Doctor's 
bill, if any, be alſo paid. | 

That in caſe of the wife's death, the 
auſband receive 31. os. od. for burial. 

That in caſe of the huſband's death, the 
widow ſhall receive 10l. os. od. 

That the ſum of fol. os. od. be paid 
to ſuch widow yearly, as long as ſhe ſhall 
remain a widow, | 

That a ſchool be provided for the educa- 
tion of each poor brother's children, ſuch 
poor brother being a freeman. 

That every freeman may and ſhall receive 
50%. free of intereſt, without any fixed 


e 2 lime 


.. 


14 } 


time for payment, only tu brothers ſhall 
be bondſmen. . 


That all expences arifng en illneſs 
ſhall be defrayed out of this club. 


That every brother ſhall ſupport a brother 
in any caſe, as a candidate for a member 
of Parliament. | 2 


That this club ſhall be: governed by a 
committee of 13 members, in' caſe of diſ- 
pute among them 7 ſhall be majority. 

That if any member of the ſaid club 
ſhould refuſe to vote for any fach perſon as 


the ſaid committee or the majority thereof ſhall 


nominate, as candidates to ſerve in Partia- 
meut for the borough of Ipſich, ſuch mem- 
ber or members ſo refuſing ſhall be exciaded 
as unworthy members thereof. | 


It is alſo held forth as an article, that 


brother Jobn Spooner be nominated to fland 


the poll for Bailive. That they muſt ſerve 
him and his friend Peter Clarke; or any 
other perſon who may be appointed tu ſtand 
the poll- With 85 the faid brother ey 


Spooner. 


To 
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. — E4 
_—_ — 


1 
To the fulfilment of theſ# articles there 


was an obligation annexed; viz. a tremen- 
dous oath, adminiſtered with great ſolemn- 
ity, and fubſcribed as in the preſence of 
Almighty God, and (as the framers were 
pleaſed to term it) this royal ark lodge. 
And that they meant to comply with all the 
foregoing requiſitions, every individual was 
to cloſe all with this ſolemn appeal to the 
Deity. **So help me God, and keep me 
ſtedfaſt”. Kiſſing the Bible three times. 


How far theſe obligations were complied 
with may be decided without much diffi- 
culty, from their own operation upon the 
conduct of numbers, it may indeed be aſ- 
ſerted with truth upon a who had ſubmit- 
ted to them Yet there are certain addi- 
tional circumſtances of ſo flagrant a dye, 
which have preſented themſelves to the 
underſtanding ſpontaneouſly; producing 
that collateral and circumſtantial evidence 
no man in his ſenſes ought to reject, with- 
out previouſly diſclaiming the exerciſe. of 
his reaſon. Theſe evince irrefragably the 


genuine combination between cauſe and ef- 


fedt 
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fe in ſuch a manner, that no mathemati- 
cal propoſition can be more evident. 


- Thoſe circumſtances above alluded to, 
and now to be diſcloſed, prove beyond a 
doubt, that an additional vigor was infuſed 
into the forecited articles and obligation, 
which (conſidered in themſelves might be 
allowed ſufficrently binding was, by ad- 
miniſtering a certain chemical preparation 
to many of the electors, called by ſome 
aurum potabilis; by others aurum fignatum, 
which of the preſcriptions were uſed ſome 
may think immaterial ; yet eat one ſhould 
fail, they were both given plentifully. 
Many thouſand pounds were tranſmitted to 

a certain houſe in Tpſ--h for the purpoſes of 
election; and an additional 50%. for con- 
tingent or extra expenſes on the day of 
election. And the event hath proved theſe 
ſums were not applied in vain. Upwards 
of fifty ſamaritans or ark maſons having 
polled in the joint intereſt of Sir J. D'Oyly 
and Major Rochfort, in conſequence of 
their obligation by oath. to ſupport a bro— 
they, which obligation was frequently re- 
peated 
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peated to them by Sibly ; and with pecu- 
liar ſolemnity a charge was given by him to 
the whole body of ſamaritans #wo nights 
before the election for repreſentatives in 
Parliament. Brethren, you remember 
e your oath and obligation to ſerve a bro- 
ce ther. Therefore you muſt vote for Major 
« Rochfort who is one, and for Sir F. 
« D'Oyly, who will be made one as ſoon as 
< the election is over. 


| On this election for repreſentatives, the 
members of this club or ſociety of ſamari- 
_ . fans repaired from the public houſe which 
they dignified with the title of a lodge, 
openly wearing the token or enſign of their 
club at their breaſt, and polled univerſally 
for the oppoſition candidates, Sir J. D'Oyly 
and Major Rochfort, it is believed (from 
ſtrict obſervation) without exception. 


It muſt be obſerved, notwithſtanding all 
their efforts, they returned only one of 
their candidates, Sir J. D. the principal 
object of their vengeance (Mr. Crikitt) being 
ſecond upon the poll. After this dear 
5 bought 
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bought ſucceſs, Sir J. D. pledged his honor 


in the moſt ſolemn manner to ſome friends 
of the old members, that he would not in- 
terfere directly or indirectly with the inter- 
nal government of the corporation : but 
his ſupporters were not willing to leave 'v 
their work incomplete, though at the haz- l 
ard of ſullying the honor of their new 
Friend; * for having diſcovered by repeated 
trials, ſome of the freemen of their oppo- 
nents party were affailable by the applica- 
tion of the before mentioned chemical pre- 
' paration, the numbers of the club were 
increaſed by that, as well as every other 
poſſible means; no artifice, however diſ- 


honorable, was omitted, and even compul- 

* Perhaps it may be admitted as ſome excul pation. of Sir 

J. D. that he meant to preſerve his honor, in the promiſe 
alluded to; but having joined the intereſt of thoſe, who 
were deſtitute of thoſe delicate ſenſations arifing from con- 
ſcious iutegrity; which circumſtance he at he time might be 
unacquainted with ; he found himſelf compelled either to 
purſue this meaſure in concert with his then maſters, 
which was intimated to him by a ſpecial meſſenger; 'or 
hazard an appeal in another place by thoſe who were engaged 
in all his moſt ſecret tranſactions, the conſequences whereof 
muſt have been fatat 20 his own elefion, Here was a ſtroke 

of policy, worthy the head of a Machiavel ! 
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ſion was not neglected to render themſelves 
yet more formidable i in the interval between 
the 18th of June and the 8th of Septem- 
ber, the day appointed by charter ſor elect- 
ing bailives; when the number of ſamari- 
tans; oy, the influence of. great ſums of © 
money, amounted to near 200. , Among lt 
this venerable group, were to be found the 
names of men, who offered themſelves as 
candidates for the moſt reſpectable offices in 
the borough, in common with others. who 
had graced the  pillory and the whipping - 
oft, for crimes, the moſt repugnant o 
human nature, or making too free with 
the property of their neighbour, yet this 
heterogeneous aſſociation of intentional 
magiſtrates, togetber with others, whoſe 
names would diſgrace a chaſte page; to 
whom may be added criminals upon pub- 
lic record floated together, (Gentlemen 
forgive the indelicacy of the alluſion) like 
the deſcription. of a London. kennel after a 
bows ſtorm of rain. -Sibly, as froth 
he beginning, till exhorting them to fe- 
9 their oath, and poll for their 
D brethren 


1 


brethren, and they would continue to 
carry every thing before them, the day 
was their own, and nothing could in future 
withſtand them. And further to encourage 
this good diſpoſition he was. exciting by 
theſe earneſt exhortations, (accompanied 
with the free gratification of unbounded 
appetite, which was productive of the moſt 
riotous and intemperate ſcenes), a draft of 
ſome thouſands was made upon Sir J. D's, 
banker, and remitted to the /ame houſe. as 
before, and the buſineſs: of bailives, and 
town-clerk was ſettled with greater ect * 
than that for repreſentatives ; the whole of 
their candidates being returned for thoſe 
offices. The members of the club as on 
the 18th of June (the day for chuſing re- 
preſentatives) proceeding to poll for the 
bailives with heir diſtinguiſhing tokens : 
and whilſt the poll continued he {ps were 
ſent regularly 70 Sibly, who anounced the 
progreſſive ſtate. thereof, encouraging his 
children as he ſtiled them, to perjilt, n- 


* A bill of upwards of z00 %. was pant at one houſe as 
part of the expenſe of that day. 


o 
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out flinching, if they wiſhed to render thetr 
viclory complete. 


Vet, to be prepared for all events, and 
from a ſuppoſition ome other hind of ar- 
guments might be neceſſary, to quiet head- 
ſtrong and obſtreporous perſons, who ſhould 
object to the before mentioned pleaſant 
methods of acquiring a majority, five 
maſters of the pugiliſtic ſcience, viz. Ryan, 
Big Ben, &c. were brought down open/y 
and avowedly under pretence of keeping 
the peace, yet apparently to break it. As, 
when a preconcerted riot and diſturbance 
was made on the town hall on the morn- 
ing of the 8th of September, the day of 
election for bailives; Ryan was called up 
by the .oppofition candidate for the office of 
town clerk, after he had himſelf broken 
one of the maces; but was requeſted to 
retire peaceably by the Blue freemen, other- 
wiſe he muſt take the conſequences, which 
requeſt he thought it pradent to comply 
with. This however proves on thc part 
of thoſe who employed thoſe bullies, there 
was an intention t9 compel the freemen, by 
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any means to reſign their rights and privi- 
ledges. _ | 


The laſt inſtance which will be offered at 
preſent was that of the 29th of September, 
the day appointed ſor ſwearing the bailives 
elect into their office; when two or three 
inferior employments remained to be chang- 
ed, and at the further expenſe of many 
hundreds, the water bailiff, bridewell keep- 
er, and coramon crier * were introduced 4y 
the ſame club, in voting for brethren. 
Thus the meaneft offices in the corporation 
were carried by the ſame undue exertions; 
the perſons propoſed and elected upon the 
poll being members of that fociety, and 
as ſuch, and only on that account ſucceſsful. 
It may be added, as a public token of their 
victory, the maces were carried from 
church the 29th of September by the new 
town. ſerjeants to their lodge, the brethren 
following, and with the greateſt exultation 
The town ctyer choſen in at the laſt election, is an 
apoſtate ſrom the blues, made a ſamaritan by Sibly ; after 


being ſent zo Coventry by his old friends, for a theft for 


which he was tried, convicted on-the cleareſt evidence, and 
openly puniſhed, . 


5 ab TIDES UE a | | and 


and triumph they were placed under the 


rainbow. And thus their farce hath for 
the preſent ended. 


It muſt appear to the moſt ſuperficial 
obſerver from the fats above ſtated, that 
the ſame influence pervaded the whole of 
this affair, throughout from its outſet to 
the concluſion. That there was a deter- 
mination to ſucceed without objection to 
any plan, however nefarious or deftruftive 
its effects upon the morals of the people 
who were their intended dupes. And theſe 
were the lower claſſes of the freemen, who 
were encouraged in diſſoluteneſs, diſſipation 
and debauchery; by frequent meetings, for 
ſome time twice or thrice in a week; and 
for near, if not upwards of three months 
paſt, every night, without excepting even 
the ſunday. (Religion itſelf was called in 
as an ally to render their rights more abo- 
minable.) To freemen of a certain deſ- 
cription theſe perpetual debauches were the 
higheſt gratification, 'as to them they were 
free of all expenſe ; they cating and drink- 
ing ad libitum without any reſtraint; 


! 
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whereby they have incurred the danger of 
contracting habits, which they may be 
tempted to gratify in future, by the uſe of 


undue means, to the great terror of the 


peaceable inhabitants of the town, who. 
are almoſt ready to predict diſagreeable 


_ conſequences during the winter. And if 
that ſhould be the caſe, here will be ano- 


ther pernicious effect of this infamous club. 
One obſervation muſt not be omitted; on 
monday evening the 11th of October, 1790, 


ſome new regulations were propoſed, and 


from that period were to take place, that 


every member, freemen, as well as non- 


freemen, (of which latter kind a few had 
been admitted that it might not be called 
a party club) were to pay certain ſums ei- 
ther monthly or quarterly under the penalty 
of excluſion, or a ſmaller proportion, to 
obtain the appellation of a viſiting brother: 
whereas in the more carly ſtages, if they 
had no money, even the half crown for 
admiſſion was advanced, or lent to ſuch by 
Sibly, without ſcruple. More, much 
more might be added, of ſo black and 

diabolical 
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| diabolical a nature as would put credulity 
to the bluſh, even to ſuppoſe party itſelf 
was not aſhamed to form ſo intimate a con- 
nection with human depravity, and excite 
and call forth the moſt dreadful ſpecies of 
it into action. But here a veil ſhall be 
drawn for the preſent: with an earneſt wiſh 
that this may be the laſt inſtance, wherein 
ſuch determinate wickedneſs courts detec- 
tion and public animadverſion. 


And now, Gentlemen, you who are 
Repreſentatives of the Commons of Great 
Britain, permit a plain queſtion to be pro- 
poſed to you; what is your ſecurity that 
the fame or ſimilar methods may not be 
practiſed againſt you, to attempt (at leaſt) 
depriving you of that honor conferred up- 
on you by your conſtituents, if you ſhould 
be ſo unfortunate as to incur the diſguſt of 
any of them, (merely becauſe the efforts 
of your friends and your own private vir- 
tues have rendered you ſucceſsful) however 
ſmall the number, and even that ſmall 
number apparently deſtitute of conſe- 
quence? Your. acknowledged integrity, 

| uprightneſs 
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uprightneſs and candour will not protect 
you in this inſtance. The moſt extenſive 
benevolence to the poor and neceſſitous, 
without reſpect of perſons, will not be 
remembered. The moſt conſcientious and 
indefatigable performance of your duty to 
the public, or the afſemblage' of every a- 
miable private qualification will not ſcreen 
you from unmerited reproach; or prevent 
your falling by inſiduous and implacable 
adverſaries. If all theſe advantages would 
ſecure a peaceable enjoy ment of this honor- 
able diſtinction, the repreſentatives of this 
borough. would have been the objects of 
univerſal applauſe, and their ſtations, per- 
manent; but daily ex cperience proves if virtue 
is .crowned here on ſome occaſions, it is 
likewiſe frequently crowned. with thorns. 
Why then, i in the name of common ſenſe 
ſhould that be conſidered as an obſtacle 
which might ſo eaſily be removed) What 
juſt reaſon can then be offered to preclude 
thoſe who are thus engaged i in a common 
cauſe for the public good, that they ſhould 
not alſo conſult their own advantage, | ſo far 


as 
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as refers to peace of mind, or the malice 
of unprovoked enemies ? why ſhould not 
gentlemen of this deſcription ariſe as one 
man in their public character, ſcrutinize 
and probe to the bottom ſuch ſcenes of 
conſummate depravity and wickednefs, 
puniſhing the guilty by permitting the vio- 
lated laws of their country to take their 
natural courſe, and reſcuing innocent ſuf- 
ferers from the dangerous combinations of 
powerful or wealthy adverſaries. | 


As members of a Britiſh houſe of Com- 
mons can there be a work performed of 
equal merit, than to compel electors wher- 
ever they act in any manner inimical to the 
glorious conſtitution of their country thro 
ignorance or defign, tomake the moſt ample 
amends, that the proper equilibrium may 
be reſtored again to its due balance, and 
every encroachment be removed? That 
thoſe who wiſh toengage in this good work 
be ſupported in every mode which may be 
conducive thereto is equally neceſſary, as 
this will evidently tend to the mutual ad- 
vantage of the elector and the elected. 

E Such 
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Such a formidable band of real patriots join- 
ing together for ſuch worthy purpoles ; 
corruption and depravity as far as they are 
reſpectively connected with public employ- 
ments will fink into deſerved odium, and 
everlaſting diſgrace, and become a happy 
means of extending moral virtue and pro- 
priety of behaviour, when the principal 
ſource and excitation to vicious indulgence 
is thus happily removed, or checked wher- 
ever it may creep out, to the eternal infa- 
my of either private or open ſupporters, | 

To the hints already given it may like- 
wiſe be recommended with proper defer- 
ence. to the ſerious attention of Gentlemen 
reſiding in the counties of Eſſex and Nor- 
folk, and with 555 Property as to reſi- 
dents i in Suffolk. 


Can) you, Gentlemen, * up with ſuch 


a glaring inſult upon the rights and privi- 


ledges of the kingdom at large? can you 
ſupinely permit them to be ſo effectually 
deſtroyed without one attempt to hurl ven- 
geance at the heads of thoſe hardy veterans 
in e . The kerl gs of men, the 
0 
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bleeding priviledges of the people, which 
are not only threatened with deſtruction, 
but without redreſs mortally wounded by 
ſuch infamous, it may be ſaid villanous 
modes of procedure, demand your ſup- | 
port and counſel : and will you, can you 
ſuffer a redreſs by your interference to be 
urged in vain. By one glorious exertion 
you will reſcue from deſtruction the devot- 
ed capital of this county. The revenge- 
ful who will run every hazard to gratify 
their favorite vice, will be taught they can- 
not eſcape with impunity from the inſulted 
laws of their country; which muſt ſoonez 
or later overtake all who wilfully ſet 4 
at defiance. 1 ib 


Suffer Gentlemen one important quere 
more in addition to what hath been already 
propoſed; Of what value is the freedom of 
election, if the electors ſuffer themſelves to 
be directed by crafty men how to diſpoſe 
of their own votes in ſach a manner as 
ſhall beſt gratify their own favorite paſſions, 
whether avarice or licentiouſneſs, 'at one 
| and the fame time ? Shall that conftitu- 


tion 
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tion which is the fruit of the united wiſdom 
of paſt ages, the wonder and envy of ſur- 
rounding nations, the great principles 
whereof have been ſtrengthened and ce- 
mented by the blood of real Patriots ? ſhall 
that conſtitution be permitted to be over- 
turned by an adventurer, exercifing the 
groſſeſt corruption and bribery, and who 
by theſe infamous proceedings, together 
with unbounded promiſes to an ignorant 
and infatuated body of men, acquired an 
aſcendancy, and excited at the ſame time 
fach an enthufiaſm, as rendered them in- 
capable of reſiſting the flattering tempta- 
tions offered to their neceſſities? If they 
ſucceed i in one inſtance, will not the evil 
become ſo general * as to produce a total 
revolution in the conſtitution; -and If it is 

* A perſon who is a confidential friend to Ebenezer 
Sibly, after ſpeaking in the higheſt terms of the ſtability 
of the ſamaritan club, and the impoſſibility of overturning 
x by any means whatſoever ; declared it was a fixed inten- 
tion and deſign to erect a club or ſociety of the fame kind 
m every corporation throughout the kingdom. And the 
afſertion appears worthy of credibility, from the know- 


ledge of certain facts, which however true, it is not at this 
time e to offer as a ſubject of public animadverſion. 


ſaid 
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faid the final deſtruction of this country, is | 
it faying more than what muſt be the a 
fact ? 


Perhaps ſome Gentlemen in thoſe counties 
before named may call theſe only ſpecula- 
tive ideas with reſpect to themſelves, which 
probably will never be verified. But let 
ſuch perſons know certainly, that a club 
of the ſame nature is by appointment to be 
opened this week in the county of Eſſex. 
—Ottober 20th, 1790. 


P. 8. If any of thoſe concerned, mould 
be ſo hardy as to attempt a contradiction or 
palliation of the forementioned ſtatement of 
facts. Theſe, with many others infinitely 
more flagrant, will be atteſted by ſuch 
evidence none can controvert. 


FINIS. 
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